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1879. With this one need not fear the nervous accidents, fatigue, possibility 
of hemorrhage, and various other accidents, even to complete failure, which 
have been cited as contra-indications to the use of this method. As to the 
indication for the operation, it depends entirely upon the contractility of the 
stomach. So long as there is gastric retention—that is, the food remains in 
the stomach for a period longer than the interval between meals—lavage has 
given good results, irrespective of the form of disease which gave rise to this 
retention .—Revue de Thtrapeutique, 1895, No. 11, p. 331. 

The Effect of Hot Baths upon Chronic Circulatory 
Disturbances. 

Da. Alfred Hogerstedt has made use of the full baths of 30° R. [99.50° 
F.], and concludes that (1) we may expect from further investigation of the 
relation between blood-pressure and pulse, during the so-called palpitation, 
that the clinical diagnosis of the nature of these attacks may be substantially 
advanced. (2) So far as we may conclude from the observations cited, the 
irregular and suddenly arising pulse-acceleration and increasing blood-pres¬ 
sure, beginning at the same time and outlasting it, seems to belong with the 
earliest objective symptoms of coronary arterial sclerosis. While the increas¬ 
ing frequency of the pulse is only at the beginning of the attack, the higher 
blood-pressure was regularly so long apparent as the existence of the palpita¬ 
tions. So also the duration of the increased blood-pressure was according to 
the duration of the attack. In other words, the idea " subjective palpita¬ 
tion” is no longer permissible. (3) Since attacks of this kind continually 
make repeated claims upon the reserve strength of the left heart, it should be 
the purpose of the treatment of such patients to save the strength of the heart 
from the beginning. (4) Though the unfavorable reacting antagonism to the 
work of the heart which is found in the venous flow of the greater circulation 
is not brought about by the warm baths, and in Bpite of the impression that 
the warm bath in itself did not materially aid in relieving the palpitation, it 
is still impossible to answer fully the question whether the general action of 
the baths, in these cases, may be called a beneficial one. No more can be at 
present stated than that it may be taken for granted that the action of the 
warm bath on the vaso-tension may be relative to the direct antagonism of 
this by the excitation of the vasomotor centres which accompanies palpita¬ 
tion.— St. Petersburger medicinieche Wocheruchrift, 1895, No. 16, S. 141. 

The Treatment of Syphilis. 

Dr. Edmund Saalfeld cites two cases which go to show that mercury is 
not, in all cases, a specific. For patients who are, as frequently happens to 
syphilitica, in lowered general nutrition, somatose, a meat-preparation, is used 
with excellent results. Milk fills an important place, particularly in mer¬ 
curial stomatitis when solid food is impossible; but the tendency of milk to 
cause diarrhcea, especially in patients using mercury, is increased, and this 
danger must be guarded against. Here, also, somatose is useful. Itdoesnot 
possess the unpleasant taste of more artificial meats, nor does it irritate the 
mucous membrane of the alimentary canal. It can be administered in tea- 
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spoonful doses three to four times daily, in milk or broth or barley-soup. It 
can be given with chocolate or cocoa, or as a somatose biscuit. It not only 
improves the nutrition, but as well increases the appetite and enables the 
patient to respond to specific treatment.— Therapeutische MonaUheJte, 1895, 
Heft 5, S. 247. 
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Peptonuria. 

Senator gives a timely contribution to the vexed question of peptonuria 
[Deutsche medicinusche Wochenschrifi, 1895, No. 14. p. 217). The method of 
SalkowBki was used, being carried out as follows: The urine, free from albu¬ 
min, is treated with hydrochloric acid and precipitated with phosphor- 
molybdic acid, the precipitate warmed and washed with water. It is then 
dissolved with dilute sodium hydrate solution and warmed until the solution 
acquires a yellowish color. After cooling the biuret-test is used. The pro¬ 
cedure can be carried out in about five minutes, and, according to Salkowski, 
is almost as sensitive as Hofmeiater’s complicated method. Senator finds 
that peptonuria occurs frequently or regularly in certain diseases, as croup¬ 
ous pneumonia just before or after the crisis, in purulent meningitis,^ or 
peritonitis and empyema. It is much less frequent in articular rheumatism 
and has not been found in leukaemia. The diseases in which peptonuria 
occurs are usually not difficult to recognize, bo that its demonstration is not 
very important. This statement, however, is not true of meningitis, and 
according to Senator, when peptonuria is present along with the other symp¬ 
toms, that disease may be diagnosticated. An interesting case in this respect 
was that of a young man with a long-standing otitis media, who was taken 
sick with fever and pain in the head and neck. Repeated examinations 
showed no peptone in the urine and operation revealed a cholesteatoma. In 
confirmation of the work of von Noorden and Stadelmann it was found that 
the peptone in these cases was not Kuhne’s peptone, but albumose. This 
seemed in some cases to be protalbumose, but the reactions were not 
absolutely certain. 

Lactic Acid and Carcinoma of the Stomach. 

G. Klemperer ( Deutsche vied. Wochenschrifi, 1895, No. 14, p. 218) has 
tested for lactic acid according to the method of Boas and reaches the fol- 
VOL. 110, NO. 2.—AUGUST, 1895. 15 



